check out the overlook behind the El
Tovar Lodge for some great views.

The Arizona Grill, which is located
next to the Thunderbird Lodge, makes
an excellent lunch stop; and if you are
seated at the right table, you can get a
pretty good canyon view. The main
entrance (on the side) has a few steps,
but the canyon-side entrance is acces-
sible.

Lodging within the park is operated
by Xanterra Resorts, and there are
several accessible South Rim choices.
Thunderbird Lodge has accessible
guest rooms with roll-in showers,
while El Tovar Lodge and Kachina

Lodge feature accessible rooms with
tub/shower combinations and grab
bars. Maswik Lodge and Yavapai
Lodge offer accessible bathrooms in
either configuration. Best of all,
Xanterra Properties holds these rooms
till the last possible day, so disabled
guests have ample opportunity to
book them.

Save at least one day to explore the
East Rim Drive, as it offers some
great windshield views and it’s one of
the lesser visited areas in the park.
There are several overlooks between
Yaki Point and Grandview Point
where you can just pull in and enjoy

the view; but there are
plenty of other stops along
the way, where you can get
out and explore.

Grandview Point fea-
tures accessible parking
with level access to the
canyon overlook, while
Bugg In Hill has a picnic
area with a good view.
There is accessible parking
at Moran Point, with level
access to the overlook.
Although most points at
this overlook are accessi-
ble, the end viewpoint is
down one step.

Don’t miss the Tusayan
Museum & Ruins, which
features artifacts from the
Pueblo Indians. There is
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level access to the small museum,
however, it can get a bit crowded.
Outside there is a paved .1 mile trail
through the ruins. It’s nicely done —
level with lots of benches along the
way.

The last stop on the drive, Desert
View, offers the most services, includ-
ing a gift shop, a store, a service sta-

If You Go

Grand Canyon National Park
(928) 638-7888
www.nps.gov/grca

Xanterra Resorts

(888) 297-2757
www.grandcanyonlodges.com
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tion and accessible restrooms. The
ground floor of the Desert Watchtower
is wheelchair-accessible, but the tower
itself is only accessible by stairs. Still,
there are some great views from the
overlook in front of the building.
There is a paved pathway from the
parking lot to the overlook; and
although there is a slight downhill
grade and some gravel, there are no
steps along the route. If you have
problems doing distances, use the bus
drop-off zone in front of the rest-
rooms, as it’s closer to the overlook.
If you’d prefer a guided tour of the
East Rim Drive, Xanterra Resorts
operates a four-hour bus tour. The tour
takes in the windshield views and



stops at Lipan Point and Desert View.
A lift-equipped bus is available, but it
must be requested in advance. The
tour is priced at $40, and reservations
can be made through Xanterra Resorts
at (888) 297-2757. It’s a great tour
and a no-hassle way to enjoy this geo-
logical wonder.

Candy Harrington is the author of Barrier
Free Travel; 101 Accessible Vacations; and
There is Room at the Inn which are avail-
able from SpeciaLiving, page 68. She
blogs regularly about accessible travel
issues at www.BarrierFreeTravels.com.
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